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JERSEYAN OF THE WEEK

Veteran engineer makes issue of environment

By CHARLES Q. FINLEY
J. DeStefano of Bridgewa-

ter believes professional engineers .
should eavi- .

be more vocal about their

concerns. .
“It's vital that the politicians and . -

the citizens be made aware of the hor-

rendous environmental problems we're %

facing,” asserted DeStefano, who has
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needs, and where crises are developing. .

“Engineers traditionally have

been very conservative, not the kind of '

people who make a lot of noise. But
mw it’s for the good of everyone that

, lly those just en- :3°
tering the profession, find ways to .

wn their very real concerns.”

DeStefano said the most serious
environmental issue in New Jersey

today is the disposal of solid wastes.
“I's a terrible

has arrived.

“Hard decisions simply must be
made. Sending refuse out of state, as
we are doing, not only Is expensive, but
isn'ta nent solution.

" “Incinerators and recycling are
the only way to go. We bave the tech-
nology to bwild mass burning plants far
more efficient than can be found else-
where in the world.

“Someday there will be maybe 15
incinerators in New Jersey. We would
need a dedicated landfill for some of
the ashes, but the residue from the
burning process also could have other
uses, such as in the mixing of low-
strength concrete and asphalt.”

tefano said solid waste dispos-
al is but one of many festering environ-
mental problems, especially in urban
areas.

“Toxic wastes contaminating the
groundwater, a very expensive and
complicated matter, is being addressed,
but the pollution is extensive. In some
areas, where it isn't a source for drink-
ing water, it may never be cleaned up.

“In many spots the infrastructure
is crumbling. It's bad enough with
bridges, where hopefully, we see what
is happming and make repairs before a

col

pes.

“But underground, it’s really hor-
rible, because the antiquated, de-
teriorating sanitary sewer systems
aren't being maintained and are un-
seen, with the corroding pipes causin
dirty drinking water, as well as a la

-'of pressure to fight fires.

: “But it's still much cheaper to re-
- build what already is there, rather than
- going out into the boondocks and build-

Ing new cities.

. “Ocean pollution and limiting de-
- velopment of open spaces also are on
- the high priority list. An efficient, ongo-
! ing watchdog Operation is needed to

problem that bas
been heading in the direction of a :
major crisis for 20 years. Now that day ¢

 Ex-cop cited
-~ in shooting
after crash

A former Orange police officer
‘has been named in an x County
‘grand jury indictment, charging him
'with aggravated assault stemming
:from an incident when he fired at a
 taxicab, narrowly missing the driver.

; Essex County Prosecutor Herbert
H. Tate said 27-year-old Madison
' Brown was off duty on Feb. 12 when his
‘ motorcycle collided with a taxi driven
.by Jean-Claude Raymond, 29, who
. works for the Westlande Taxi Corp. in
- East Orange. The accident occurred at
Tremont and Mosswood avenues at 7:12

1
'
.
.

Since the incident, Brown was
fired from the force for violatng de-
rtment rules, according to Orange
g%lieebirectorCharles bertt.
Brown told police he fired five
shots at Raymond's cab following the
collision because the driver knocked
him to the ground by backing his taxi
into him.

The grand jury dismissed the

- charge of assault which the ex-officer

brought against the cabby. A no-bill

“ also was returned on the attempted

homicide complaint Raymond filed

e Raymond’s attorney, Jeffrey Scott

'sa , Jelirey

Beckerman of South Orange said, “Now

- that the criminal stigma has been

erased, we will with the civil

litigation against the officer and the de-
partment.”

Essex women lawyers
pick Askin as president

h;:lrilyn Aski:; omeeg:ni(zfaéfg.
- principal a or the r Citi-
‘z)en Divisim-Newark Legal

Services, has been elected president of
. Essex County Women Lawyers.

A graduate of Rutgers Law School
in Newark, she Is a specialist in Elder-
law, an ing legal specialty devot-
ed to legal problems of the elderly.
Askin conducts seminars at Rutge
and Seton Hall universities. :

Other new officers include Patri-
cia Roche of Maplewood, vice presi-
dent; Emily Gosnell of Montclair, re-

* cording secretary; Frances Farber-
. Walter of Newark, co! g sec-
. retary, and Theodora Buklad of South
Orange, treasurer.

{ .

LeStetano’s wife, Marguerite, has
been a volunteer over the years in liter-
acy and retarded citizens assistance
programs. The couple has three chil-
dren—Paul, 21, graduating this week
from St. Joseph’s University in Phila-
delphia with a BS. degree in food mar-
keting; Paul’s twin brother, Gene, a
senior at the New Jersey Institute of
Technology, and Teresa, 26, who is at-

tendin F e University of Pennsylvania
Dental School.

) Io by Slvl nl
Eugene and Marguerite DeStefano with their sons Gene, left, and Paul in
their Bridgewater home

DeStefano plays racquetball, lifts
weights and goes for long walks, but he

its his wife with helping him avoid
stress.

“She’s the glue that holds the fam-
ily together, and she’s my special su
port service. I've been married 28
years and still take her along when |
travel.

“And I also basically have an
easygoing outlook, believing the world
is too serious to take too seriously. Be-

sides, 1t there were no problems, no-
body would need me.”

Born in Newark and graduated
from Metuchen High School, DeStefano
served in Newf as a Navy Sea-
bee before returning to school to earn a
BS. degree in engineering from NJIT.
After a stint with the state Department
of Transportation, he was employed 18
Kem by Woodbridge Township where

wore many hats, including that of
public works director, township engi-
neer and zoning official.

In 1982, be joined the engineering
firm of Elson T. Killam Associates in
Millburn as a vice president. In 1987, he
became executive vice president in
charge of marketing and director of the
Waste Mana t Division, which he
established, the posts he holds today.

“Eugene DeStefano exhibits quali-
ties of leadership, ethical behavior and
dedication, not only in his business rela-
tionships, but in his voluntary and civic
activities as well,” said Bernard R.
Berson, vice rresident of the New Jer-
sey Society of Professional Engineers.

DeStefano serves many profes-
sional organizations, including the
American Public Works Association,
the Authorities Association of New Jer-
sey, the New Je Consullinf)e!':ngi-
neers Council, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection and
the National Solid Waste Management
Association.

In 1968 he received the Eagle
Award for “outstanding contributions”
from the New Jersey Alliance for Ac-
tion.

DeStefano said he adheres to a
Eolicy of “building up” people, both at

ome and in the office.

*“No matter what business it may
be, you're not going to get anywhere
unless you consistently try to bring out
the best from those around you, and
that also applies to life at home. I gain
much support by motivating everyone
in every way possible.”
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NORTH PLAINFIELD
Route 22 & Maple Avenue

757-4141

Between Wilson & West End Avenue

“THE RELAXER™Totay sef-contained, insutated wih hydrothenpy jets. Power pack.
allincuded. Fas theu standard doonway...Jus: il with water & phug inl
Reg.$3995.00 $1,888
*THE VITALIZER"Compiately portable wih redwood skin, 110:220 con. power pack, acryic sutace.
hydrotherapy jets & a¥, top bad fier. Compact. s thru standasd doorway. For indoor O oLEdoor use
Reg.$5.795.00 $2,988
*THE CROWD PLEASER™ y setl ined portadie spa g 110220 conv power

o changed, budl-1 tmer, Specid! Massage feanre, 2-speed pump & mokor, free e protecton
?:wm-m mummnnwmwmmm.

Reg.$7.199.00 $3,988
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STORE HOURS:
Monday - Friday
ROCKAWAY HAMPTON TWP 19am - Jpm
oute Route 206 Nerth - Newton 10am - 5pm
627‘0005 383-0444 Sunda P
Between Dover & Denville  }Acprox 2 miss Soun of iersecron Rouse 15 & Rouw 206 lam - 5pm

Watchung Pool & Leisure stores are incependentty owned ond operated. Merchandise may not be as ilustrateq. intermedaiate MArk-aowns May have been taken.
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